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Wgcgog;s a relatively small village straggling along the old A142 from Ely to Chatteris
an .
It is situated on a rather pleasant hill about 3 miles west of Ely.

Witchiord was formerly of greater importance, the Dcmesdaf Book rafers to the Two
gundgldg gﬂ Elm;;3 which meet at Wiceford. North Witchiord is still the name giventooneof |

eru .

Since 1931 Witchiord has inueasgd in population, from 449 1o 1,530 (1991).

The s0il and subsoil are clay, so there is a more worth-while pasture around the
settlement than in Grunty Fen and the low lands.

The south-easterly slopes are inundated with the tafl fruit rees. The orchard industry
has declined since the de-railment of the Ely to Sution line in 1967.

Witchford contains no buildings of special architectural ihterest, though vy House (73
:;"lau_"a %md Alderforth Farm (13 Main Streel) at the East End of the village dale from
e ry.

_ The genseral apperance is neat it of no special distinction, but 134 years ago in 1860
Witchiord ‘In a point of filth would bear comparison with the worst place in any part of the
kinggom’, with an open drain all along the Main Street . :

RAF aerodrome was established at Witchiord in 1940. Part of the buildings on the
northside (site of Manor Court) had been converted from an ex-sick-baytoa hostel.

There were two Wilchiord awards, the first made in 1813 under an Act of Parliament of
1806, divided 460 & a half acres amongst 18 proprietors. -
Most of these families and institutions figure prominently in the second award of 1840,
which divided 626 & a half acres among 30 claimants.

Thurstan, the last Saxon Abbot of Ely (d. 1072), was a native of Witchford. o
Samuel Bentham, father of James Bentham the historian of Ely, was vicar of Witchiord |
~tthe time of his son's birth (1 708).

In 1325 there was a valuable mill (Common Mill situated at the far end of Long Drove)
farmed at £4 8s 114d.

On 14th August 1841, James Hawkes, a boy of seven years of age, had accompanied
his father who was employed by Henry Lawrence (sn) to take bran 1o Common Mill.

Mr Hawkes (sn) had climbed a ladder onto the stage around the smock mill, he was
laterfound with fatal injuries to his head which he had received from the sails, - He later
died after medical aid had been immediately procured.

Witchford had a thriving trade in wool and fells (the skin/hide).

The Manor consisted of 300 acres in Witchford and Wold (now emerged info the parish
of Witchiord). After the Danish invashion in the middle of the 111h century the Manor and
Estate was worth £8, £12in 1066, and £10 in 10886.

The fall in value was no doubt due o the devastation caused by Hereward's exploits. |

The Manor's subsequent history is uneventful. ‘

The Manor seldom brought in much more than £10 a year in the 15th century.
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In 1527-8 the Manor was worth £19 1s 10d, which ranked Wiichiord as one of the less
valuable of the Monastic Manors.

Another valuation in 1541 was £36 9s 1d, excluding the rectory.

In 1650 the Manor was sequestered to William Underwood and to Henry Whiston, of
London, it was then valued at £141 9s 11 & a hali d.

In 1649 the Manor was said 1o comprise 245 acres valued at £18 5s (and 224 & a half
acres of rented land valued at £128 3s 8d).

The tenant of the Manor in the earty 18th century was Sir Roger Jenyns, he was
succeeded in 1725 by Scame . Whose rent iee was £31 10s annually. He was
required to meet the expenses of an annual court dinner given to the Dean and Chapter
ggg}egigofsﬁgaaggj(memealwasabrawﬁ=theﬂeshofaboarsousedorpiddedaﬁhe

The Church tower dates back 1o 1226 and is the survival of an earlier church (one of the
first churches on the site was buitt in AD 607).

The nave and chancel were re-built in 1376 on an extended scale. it was consacrated
on 12th December 13786.

In the 15th century the present porch was added , it was re-built in brick in 1838.

There was considerable repairs in the first half of the19th century, which induded the
reconstruction of the porch and the partial rebuilding of the top of the tower.

The lower contains three belis by Christopher Graye, 1671, pr casi at
Haddenham. The 13th century tower is 20 inches out of true.

in 17883 there was a small dame school in Witchford (in total there was 3 dame schools
in the 18th century). The older boys went 1o Ely for their schooling, if they received any.

In 1848-7 Witchford had became one of the best-provided villages in the Isle.

About 100 children, in a population of 561, both weekdays and Sundays attended the
school. The cost of running the school per year at the time was £30, of which the Master
received £20 in salary,

mParents wera charged 1d a week for each child, or 15 a quarier: farmers were charged
exira.

In 1850 the schoot seemed 1o have been conducted in hired premises, butin 1851 a
site for a new building was given :3 Christopher Pemberton, of Cambridge.

The Nafional Society contributed £30 towards the building costs and the Dean and
Chapter of Ely, £15, the 1otal cost arrived at £184 (the cost was unusually low, this is
Jecauss it was possible to use an ofd converted cottage as the school masters
residence). The school in 1869 had an exira classroom added 1o accommodate the
infants, this brought the total amount of pupils to 129.

in 1870 a new school house was buift af the cost of £204, also to accommodate the
new post office. )

The average atlendance in; 1899 was 53, 1919 was 69, and 1938 was 61. Witchford in
1922 had to accommodate Weniworth school.

in the last part of the 19th century Wiichford was one of the largest horse-trading
centres in the county. Richard Beldam was the largest trader in the village, he was said 1o
have been known all over Europe.

In 1904/1905 the Gables/66 Main Street (owned by William Bailey) was badiy burned.



VICARS OF WITCHFORD

1349- Waller de Wygenhale 1771- Lewis Jones

1374~ John Malt 1807- Richard Whish
1387- Bartholomew Power 1810- Richard Stephenson
1388- Nicholas Batayle 1824~ Philip Durham
- Richard el 1843- Francis Daubeny
1431- Bartholomew Verdun 1844- Hanworth Edward Rackham
1461- John Maltby 1884- Benjamin Mamer Lioyd |
1471- George Drynkale 1811- Thomas Hamifton i
1506- William Alred 1938- Herbert Muriun Hadrill 1
1521- Thomas Baynham 1948- Eric Henry Yates _
1554- George e 1954- John Arthur Reginald Lisney 1
- Thomas Williat 1987- Richard Jwitchell Mathews

1576- Richard Church 1993- Dr Thomas Ambrose
1615- Nathaniel Clarkson 4
1622- James Cadman

1673- Richard Bambridge

1700- John Savage

1703- Samuel Hation

* 04- Samuel Bentham

1732- Joseph Layion

FARMERS

About 200 years ago Witchiord’s main trade was farming.
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Listed below are nearly ail farmers (or smallholders) from 1800 10 1937 in the parish of |

Witchiord; (starling with the earliest first)

Edward Few (Needhams Farm) Everitt Cave (Manor Farm) from Chatleris
William Pate (Needhams Farm) John Cole (White House)
) : George Cropl% (132 Main Str

* )seph Brand William Haich (lvy Housse

Aungier Peacocke . Thomas A Cropley (Clare Farm)

Clement Hitch (jr) - Philip Hopkin (site of 11 Cole Close)

John Macer John Langford (172 Main Street)

William Knights H Lawrence (sn) (also miller of Common Mili)
Robert Cropley Charles Porter (Needhams Farm)

Philip Henry Samuel Wright (Grunty Fen)

Robert Few (Coldmoor Farm) Andrews Cropley (Clare Farm)

William Harlock - Edward Ellis (Manor Farm)

John Hall r) - Thomas Nunn (33 Main Street)

Thomas Cross William Pike (Manor Farm)

William Lawrence Emons Wallis (Manor Farm / lvy House also miller in
John Haylock Thomas Wilkin (202-204 Main ool 182
James Evans Waller Mansall (Gables)

Henry Clayton Joseph Stevens

John Nunn Thomas Ward (site 168 Main Street)

John Cole {jr) Smith Gleaves (Grunty Fen)

William Dunham
















































































































































































































































